Undergraduate Student Alternative Grading
In response to the coronavirus epidemic, Penn State’s faculty and administration have developed a plan to adjust grading for the spring 2020 semester for undergraduate students. The plan reflects that many students, through no fault of their own, will not be able to achieve the grades they likely would have achieved without this disruption; we want to provide options to minimize the impact on critical factors like GPA and to ensure that transcripts reflect the uniqueness of the situation. At the same time, we want to place the control in our students’ hands, recognizing that many will want to retain their earned letter grades to reflect their accomplishments. Finally, we want students to be able to exercise this control with the maximum available information, which means that they will be able to select the grading option that most benefits their personal situation after faculty have entered final letter grades at the end of the semester. After grades are entered, students will have approximately one week to indicate their decision. The process to choose an alternative grading option is still under development and will be updated here.
If it is to their advantage, students will have the option of replacing one or more letter grades with alternative grades that will not be included in their GPA calculation. The alternative grading options are as follows:
· SAT (Satisfactory). This grade will be available if a student earns a C or better in a course. A course with an SAT grade can be used to meet all requirements, including entrance to major and prerequisites, requiring a C or better.
· V (Pass). This grade, which will be available if a student earns a D in a course, will be considered a passing grade. The student will earn credits for the course, and a V grade can be used to meet requirements for which D is an acceptable grade. 
· Z (No Grade). This grade will be available if a student earns an F in a course. Z can be used to replace an F grade and will be treated similar to Late Drop (LD). 

FAQs
Students 

Q: Does this apply to me?
A: These alternative grading options apply to all undergraduate students, including World Campus students, and those returning from study abroad. Graduate students should see the alternative grading standards established by The Graduate School, they are different from the undergraduate ones. 

Q: When do I have to make this decision?
A: This move has been taken by the faculty and administration to allow you to focus on your learning over the coming weeks by assuring you there is a mechanism to help protect you from the downside to your GPA if you are not able to achieve the level of learning typical of your academic accomplishments at Penn State. We will provide you with appropriate guidance in the coming weeks, but you will not need to confirm your decision until after Spring 2020 final grades are posted. After that, you will have about one week to confirm your selection.

Q: How will I enter this information?
A: We are working to develop a system to allow you to enter your preferences and will provide guidance when details are available.

Q: Is there some guidance on which courses I should convert to alternative grading?
A: Yes. The general guidance is that you may want to use alternative grading for any course in which you earned a grade lower than your current GPA. For instance, if your GPA were 2.85, you would want to keep letter grades for courses in which you earned a B (3.00) or higher. You would want to select alternative grading for any courses in which you earned a B- (2.67) or lower. You can see the grade-point equivalent for all letter grades at https://senate.psu.edu/policies-and-rules-for-undergraduate-students/47-00-48-00-and-49-00-grades/#47-60

Q: I am considering a major that requires a specific grade point average across a suite of specific courses for Entrance to Major (ETM). Does this change how I should approach this?
A:  In that case, you may want to keep a grade that would lower your overall GPA if it would increase the average GPA for this suite of ETM courses.

Q: I am enrolled in an Integrated Undergraduate-Graduate (IUG) program. Can I use alternative grades for courses that will count toward the graduate requirements?
A: Yes, if you are in an IUG program, you may use alternative grades for courses applied to your graduate program. It is recommended that you consult your academic adviser with any questions.


Q: If I am taking a course which requires a C or better. Will a SAT grade meet this requirement? 
A: Yes. Earning a SAT grade means the faculty entered a grade of C or higher as your final grade. 

Q: What if I earn a D in a course that is not in the C-or-better category for my program? Will I be disadvantaged if I elect alternative grading?
A: No. The course will still count just as if you had kept the D. It will meet degree requirements if allowed, and it can be used to meet prerequisites. The difference is that it will not be included in the calculation of your GPA.

Q: Will a SAT or V grade in a course be accepted in meeting the prerequisite for a subsequent course? 
A: If the prerequisite requires a D or better, both grades will work. If the requirement is to earn a C or better in the prerequisite course, you will need to earn a SAT grade.

Q: If I select the alternative grading for courses in which I earned a passing grade (D or better), will these contribute to the credits I need to reach for entrance to major requirements and class standing? 
A: Yes, these credits will count. 

Q: In the future I am considering graduate and professional schools. Does this impact how I make this decision? 
A: We do not control how these external agencies might recalculate GPAs, and many in the advising community believe that the prudent advice is for students to continue to work toward strong letter grades, especially in key courses related to their programs of study. Please speak with your academic adviser about this as you may want to elect to maintain letter grades even if they pull down your GPA slightly.

Q: I am a student-athlete. Is this option available to me?
[bookmark: _GoBack]A: Yes. Students-athletes should consider taking advantage of this option just like any other student would. If you have questions concerning eligibility, you should contact your campus athletic director (Commonwealth Campuses) or your adviser with the Morgan Academic Center (University Park).

Q: Will switching to alternative grades negatively impact my financial aid eligibility?
A: No. As always, you need to be concerned about making Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP), but this is not impacted by the decision to utilize alternative grades. If you have individual SAP questions, you should consult with your campus Office of Financial Aid representative. 

Q: I am a Schreyer Scholar. How does this apply to me?
A: The Schreyer Honors College will not institute any warning status or dismissals this semester except for rare exceptions. Any student currently on warning or extended warning will remain so into the Fall semester unless the student has achieved a 3.40 for SGPA and/or CGPA to return to good standing.  

