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                                       By Vincent DiCicco    

My initial interest in Wagner pottery was established when I repeated encountered small flower pots, spaniel banks and some jug banks with a similar streaky, or splashed glaze of copper, and manganese over a lite colored clay body, which fired varying shades of mustard color under the clear lead glaze. I then learned that this body of redware was often, if not always attributed to Wagner Pottery. This essay has been a work in progress for roughly 10 years, and is by no means complete. What has been accomplished and what will be shared in this essay reveal previously unknown facts about George A. Wagner, his lineage, his wife, and children, where he lived, the exact location of his pottery, when he died and where he is buried. What will also be discussed are observations about his pottery, discussing variations in forms and glazes. Lastly, patent information about a rare and unusual “Flower-Pot” which may or may not have ever actually been created. 
It has been stated that George A. Wagner, who established the Wagner Pottery “… was a man of excellent character, and was esteemed by all with whom he was brought in contact, either in business or social life.” [endnoteRef:1] [1: Jordan, John Woolf, et al., Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania, Volume 1, Lewis Publishing Company 1905, Lehigh River Valley (PA) page 391.] 

Wagner was the ninth of thirteen children born of Johan George Wagner and Maria Catherine Albrecht,[endnoteRef:2] who migrated to the United States from their native Germany, settling in Berks County, Pa.[endnoteRef:3] Their son George A. Wagner was born on May 10, 1816 in Upper Bern Township.[endnoteRef:4] George A. Wagner remained in Berks County and married Rebecca Boyer around 1848.[endnoteRef:5] Together they had nine children, which include: Alfred B., Lavina, Lorina, Kate, Sallie, Landon B., Jacob, Luanna and George A. Wagner, Jr..[endnoteRef:6] Wagner and his family continued residing in Berks County for more than 20 years. [2:  FamilySearch.com ]  [3:  Jordan, John Woolf, page 391.]  [4:  FamilySearch.com ]  [5:  Ibid.]  [6:  Combined sources: FamilySearch and Jordan, John Woolf, page 391. ] 

Currently the exact location of the Wagner’s Berks County home is not known. Considering that Johan George Wagner is buried at the Saint Michael’s (old) Union Cemetery, in Tilden Township, Berks County,[endnoteRef:7] and that his son George A. Wagner is recorded as being born in Upper Bern Township, it is likely that they lived close to the borderline joining Upper Bern and Tilden Townships, which is the north central portion of Berks County. At this point George A. Wagner is married with children and in his fifties, most assuredly he was involved in farming, but was he potting at this time?  One would guess that he probably was, but I have been unable to find any information about his pursuing this trade while living in Berks County. Several noteworthy potteries were already operating in Berks County at this time, including Daniel and Joseph Henne, who were operating a pottery right in Bern Township. Perhaps George A. apprenticed there as a younger man, or became interested in the pottery business from some association with the Henne family. Willoughby Smith as well as the Dry Pottery were also both operating in Berks County during this time. [7:  Find A Grave. Note this reference cites this person as George Wagner, rather that Johan George Wagner. The birth and death dates recorded and the fact that his wife is recorded as Maria Catharine Albrecht Wagner is confirmation that this reference is indeed George A. Wagner’s father.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk188030855]“George A. Wagner was one of the pioneer settlers of the Lehigh Valley.”[endnoteRef:8] It is uncertain at this time what drew him to the Lehigh Valley of Pennsylvania, sometime around 1870.[endnoteRef:9] “He was a potter by trade, and pursued this line of industry in conjunction with farming during his residence in Phifer’s Corner” [endnoteRef:10] which is in East Weissport, Franklin Township, Carbon County, Pa. The pottery was established there at the intersection of what is known today as Wagner Street and Main Road. A conversation with a local antiques dealer sent me to the correct intersection, but he could not accurately confirm the exact corner. [8:  Jordan, John Woolf, page 391]  [9:  Ibid, page 391.]  [10:  Ibid, page 391.] 
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                                                                 George A. Wagner Spaniel Bank
                                                                        Collection of the Author

[bookmark: _Hlk188031288]During my research I discovered that sometimes the pottery’s location was stated as Lehighton, sometimes Weissport, other times simply Carbon County. Clearly there was some confusion about the exact location and furthermore almost nothing was known about the pottery itself. Since I am often in that area, I began to ask questions about the pottery, first to antiques dealers that were familiar, and later to other locals that I thought might shed some knowledge about the pottery. Much to my surprise, most historians, librarians, and local history buffs, knew almost nothing about the pottery or its existence in their community. And so, the search began! I discovered an 1875 map[endnoteRef:11] of Franklin Township. (see map below) On that map, there is in fact a property owner listed by the name G. Wagner, and it is shown on the intersection stated above, what is today Wagner Street and Main Road. (see highlighted area on map) The property in question is located on the Southeast corner of that intersection.  On the same map, there is a C. Wagner listed. It is not certain at this time whether this was a relative. George A. had a child named Catherine (Kate) and he did in fact have an older sister by the name of Catherine Wagner, and a younger sister by the name of Caroline.[endnoteRef:12] Highly unlikely that it was the daughter, but if it is either of these two sisters, it is almost certainly Catherine, as Caroline died at a young age. [11:  A Guide to the PROPERTY OWNERS In the Township of Franklin, CARBON COUNTY, pa. In 1875. An associated Map of Franklin Township locates G. Wagner’s property on the South East corner of the intersection known today as Wagner Street and Main Road.]  [12:  FamilySearch.com] 


 [image: ]

On the property lot indicated on the map, a frame two family home currently exists on that site today. Each family having a private entrance, one at 1077 Main Road and the other, 154 Wagner Street. To see the intersection today, click on the Google Maps link below: https://maps.app.goo.gl/dHQmciqWBcoEbz3p8?g                                                                                               
[bookmark: _Hlk188031718] This structure is believed to be the home of George A. Wagner, the potter who died on June 10, 1896, at 80 years of age. 
[image: ]A newspaper article,[endnoteRef:13] simply scribbled with the date 3/23/17, carries the headline “PHIFER’S CORNER HAD A DISASTEROUS (sic) FIRE.”[endnoteRef:14] This article is illustrated below, and verifies the actual location of George A. Wagner’s home.  as well as the location of the Wagner Pottery and home Landon B. Wagner (son of George A. Wagner Sr., and brother of George A. Wagner Jr.,) which was located directly across the street on the Northeast side of Main Road.   [13:  This article was graciously provided by a local historian Mr. Lamont Ebberts.]  [14: The cited article reads as follows: “Phifer's Corner 'had disasterous (sic) fire on Monday morning which resulted in the total destruction of a double frame house, occupied by the owner George A. Wagner, the well-known school teacher, together with nearly all the household goods belonging to Mr. Wagner and Edward Bennett and family who occupied one half of the house. A lamp was used to thaw frozen water pipes and while Mrs. Wagner called on her next door(sic) neighbor it exploded. The high wind prevailing at the time soon. (sic) fanned the flame into a roaring blaze and the neighbors promptly formed a bucket brigade and did strenuous and heroic work. The high winds carried the sparks across the street to the home of a brother L. B. Wagner. The snow guard on this roof was burned off and the front of the house scorched and damaged. Carpets had been tacked over the front of the building and lumber piles used in the manufacture of fences, and this carpet was kept saturated by the bucket brigade. The chemical engine of Lehigh Fire Co. No. 1, of Lehighton, responded to the call for help and the boys rendered valuable service. Both families sustained heavy losses in furniture and clothing, besides Mr. Wagner's loss on his building, and they have the sympathy of the community. Total loss is estimated at $5800, partially insured.”] 






        















George A. Wagner is buried in the Union Hill Cemetery in Weissport ( AKA Weissport Cemetery,) Carbon County. (See image of his gravestone below) George A. Wagner either sold or left the property to his youngest son, also George A. Wagner, who would have been 27 years old at the time of his father’s death.
                            [image: ]

For a period of time, Landon B. Wagner followed in his father’s footsteps, and continued to produce some redware pottery. At least one flowerpot attributed to L. B. Wagner, with the expected Wagner style glaze exists in The Barnes Collection. Additionally, a signed earthenware flowerpot saucer signed L. B. Wagner and dated 1899 is known to exist. [endnoteRef:15]  [15:  Crocker Farm Auction, Fall 2022 Stoneware Auction Lot #175.] 

                                         [image: ]
                                         Newspaper advertisement from around 1912 reading:[endnoteRef:16] [16:  This newspaper advertisement was graciously provided by a local historian Mr. Lamont Ebberts. It was included with another newspaper ad dated 1912.  Unfortunately, none of the newspaper clippings mention the newspaper from which they were taken.] 

                                                               L. B. WAGNER,
                                                        Wholesale and Retail Dealers In
                                              Stoneware and Earthen Flower Pots,
                                                      Rockingham and Yellow ware & c.
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                      Figure 1. George A. Wagner jug shaped bank with a typical Wagner style glaze
[bookmark: _Hlk187084016]                                                                     Collection of the author
My observations regarding the construction of Wagner pottery spaniel banks:
1. All banks observed to date are molded. Some exhibit a "coleslaw mane” and a bit of coleslaw at the end of the tail. The tail is an addition, and sometimes curves towards the viewer, other times away from the viewer. Some spaniels are simply molded and are completely absent of coleslaw decoration, or hand detail.
2. Some display a circle of coleslaw mane completely around the dog’s head, exposing only the face, as shown below
[image: ]









                                                        Copyright or used by permission from 
                                                                         Steven S. Powers
Others display a coleslaw mane that covers the top and sides of the dog’s head, while the area under the chin has no coleslaw decoration. An example may be seen by viewing this link: 
http://museumcollection.winterthur.org/single-record.php?resultsperpage=20&view=catalog&srchtype=adva nced&hasImage=&ObjObjectName=&CreOrigin=&Earliest=&Latest=&CreCreatorLocal_tab=&materialsearch=&ObjObjectID=&ObjCategory=&DesMaterial_tab=&DesTechnique_tab=&AccCreditLineLocal=&CreMarkSignature=&recid=1959.2264&srchfld=&srchtxt=Redware+&id=42ab&rownum=261&version=100&src=results-imagelink-only
3. Some banks feature the coins slot at the ridge of the back of the seated animal, while others sport the coin lot on the underside of the base.
4. After molding, details are created by hand, including the eyes, delineation of the toes, nostrils, and the mouth. On examples where the neck of the animal is exposed, absent of coleslaw decoration, a collar and dog-tag are always present. The eye details are achieved in several ways, including creating a dark cavity using a sharp instrument like an awl, while others appear to have a pupil achieved by gently pressing a tiny round tube-like instrument into the soft clay, creating a recessed circle with a slightly raised center. 
5. My observation is that each dog exhibits a personality, and no two are exactly alike. It also appears that the spaniels were created in a variety of sizes, suggesting the use of various molds. In one instance the animal's head appears to lean toward the viewer, giving the dog a more relaxed appearance. In this instance the snoot extents past the base of the bank. In another example the animal appears more upright, rigid in its stance. In this example the snoot does not move outside the perimeter of the base of the bank. The rigid examples are generally about a half inch higher than their more relaxed counterparts.
In my research I have seen a variety of forms produced by or attributed to Wagner. In additional to the spaniel banks, jug shaped banks, and flowerpots of various sizes and forms, some with with pie-crust rims and body’s with coggled decoration. I have encountered a vase with applied flowers,[endnoteRef:17] furniture pulls, crocks and jugs.    [17:  Skinner Auctions, The Kolar Collection, Auction 3416T, August 3 2020 – August 12, 2020, Lot 1228.] 

Some of the more unusal examples I have seen are listed below with a related hyperlink. 
A ladies boot novelty.
https://www.crockerfarm.com/stoneware-auction/2020-12-04/lot-210/Glazed-attrib-George-Wagner-Redware-Boot-Novelty-Weissport-Carbon-County-PA/
 An extremely rare momunental redware urn on a pedestal base.  https://www.crockerfarm.com/stoneware-auction/2022-11-18/lot-174/Extremely-Rare-Monumental-Redware-Urn-attrib-George-Wagner-Carbon-County-PA/
A spaniel bank with no coleslaw decoration.
https://www.crockerfarm.com/stoneware-auction/2010-01-30/lot-169/George-Wagner-Carbon-Co-PA-Redware-Dog-Bank/
A miniature cuspidor.
https://www.crockerfarm.com/stoneware-auction/2023-03-31/lot-129/Lot-of-Two-Miniature-Glazed-Redware-Cuspidors-attrib-George-Wagner-Lehighton-PA/
A novelty basket with handle.
https://www.crockerfarm.com/stoneware-auction/2019-10-26/lot-138/Unusual-Multi-Colored-Redware-Basket-attrib-George-Wagner-Carbon-County-PA/ 
Additionally, Wagner appears to have been a progressive and inventive gentleman, as recorded at the  U. S. Patent Office on June 9, 1882, George A. Wagner  along with Nathan Solt, both of Weissport, Pa. filed for a patent for a Flower-Pot.[endnoteRef:18] Not exactly your regular flowerpot! The image below is a rendering which was included with the U. S. Patent Office filing application.           [18:  Official Gazette of the United States Patent Office, Volume XXII. July 4 to December 26, inclusive, 1882. Washington: Government Printing Office. 1883. Recorded on date and page as follows:
 August 8, 1882., Pg 451. Patent number 262,335. FLOWER-POT. George A. Wagner, Weissport, Pa. assigner of one-half to Nathan Solt, same place.  Filed June 9, 1882. (No model) 
                                                      
                                         

Claim-1. A pot for the cultivation of flowers, berries and the like, the plants being adapted to grow through openings in the sides thereof, having a horizontal circumferential flange around its top, the edge of which is provided with curved recesses, as and for the purpose specified.
           2. The combination of two or more pots of conical shape and gradually decreasing size, provided with openings in their sides through which the plants are adapted to grow, and having suitable bottoms, the pots being adapted to be placed in the order of their size on one another, the uppermost one having a horizontal circumferential flange around its top, the edge of which is provided with curved recesses, as and for the purpose set forth.
] 

                                               [image: ]

          [image: ][image: ]

                        Flowerpot and jug bank illustrating some variations of glaze application.
                                                                   Collection of the author
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            Three views of a George A. Wagner flowerpot. Note the impressed signature, G. W. (center)
                                                                    Images courtesy Jim Graver

In conclusion, while many questions remain, much has been accomplished.  
We now know exactly where Wagner threw his pots, jugs, and banks. Where he pressed earthenware clay into molds to create an array of colorful spaniel banks. Where he created flower pots, and jardinières, including a selection of other objects out of local clay. I have observed drawer pulls, posey baskets, and ladies boot novelty match safes attributed to Wagner. I have even read of a pipe-holder assigned to him. We now know of his ancestors arriving in this country from their native Germany, and settling in Berks County. Of his marriage to Rebecca and of their children.  That his son Landon B. continued the pottery operation for a time after his father’s passing. We learned that George was something of an inventor, applying for a U. S. Patent for a new-fangled flower pot of many openings designed to grow a variety of flowers and herbs. Finally, we discovered where George and his wife were laid to rest. George A. Wagner Sr. was highly thought-of, well regarded member of his community, leaving a legacy of decorative earthenware which is much sought after today.
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